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ot I AN G ELerIety Bl i

vey 23, 1949

B gl

In regretting the "unfriendly” atiltudes Lebanon
and Tyra are taking against ene another gt &
time #hen highly important eeonomio problams
irmposge upon the interests of both oountries the
necessity of their immediate solutien in the
1icht of thelr eemmon intereats, lest thelr
joint economies collapse and lsst they be

faged with a nost AlfTicult problem, the problem
of unemnloyment”, the paper states)

“ he Lebanese and Syrian industrialists are
sending one complsint after another, T

ars mﬁlm.ning of thelr hapdehing which
nave arisen from the competition of forelgn
goods with similar national mods, They

are demanding proteetion of thelr produots
throuch ralsing oustems dutles; limiting
inports; redusing the prioces of conbustitles,
particularly mazout and elestricity; and
abolishing oity tolls, They are also expressing
thelr readiness te meet with thsir Syrian
brethren for formulating a jolnt progyea %o
go~ordinate their plans with a view to saving
the Lebznsss and Syrisn industrisg from the
oriaes from shich both countrice are now
gufiering.

"inile we full :impam“ with the demnnds
of the indust ots, wo wiegh, at the sane

time, that ho harm will reach the Lebanese
3yrien treders ond eonsumers fron the adoption

of hasty measures before comprehsneively astudylng
the existing prodblems on the basts of facts and
fizurcs to safesuord the industriallstsy and the
troders at the eame time} to preserve Lebanon's
and Sysa'ns national wealth; to oversome the
obviocus imbalance suffersd by the trades of

hoth souniries, and to sbaerve the international
1-wg prelating %o sustoms and other dutise whalioch
our delegrtes are now gtudying with the
international repregantstives at the Annecy
Jonfaranae,

tgpaover, we must not forget that Beirut is
a commereial port and that the Lebanese, most
of whom sge in commeroe and tranglt %mﬁo,
wish %o see thelr port fldurishing and remaining
& the hub of commercial activities,

T4 1a diffioult, but not imposeible, te Aravw
up, in conoert with our Syrian brethren, =
oomprehennive sgonomic program to tackle

these contradiotory problema, Put with

aodAll on both the Lsb-nese and the dyrlan
sides, they #ll undoubtedly ba sble %o save
thelr induatries from thesa crizec nnd to contime
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thelr aciive COMNArce,

*isuld 1t not be in the interssts of the
eoconomies of Loth oountryies if their financiers,
inMaetrislists and experts meet z2nd study eur
esconordp problems with ealmnoss ingtead of
atusing one another ng eoohomic eration?
If this saparation 1z affsoted, 1t will come as
2 deadly blow to the econoniesz of both countriesn.

"mhe interval through whioh Lebanon'g and 3yrin's
eoonomlies are passing can not withatand sugh
osonvul stons, ®

Al ® APAL

advises Syria incedlistely to abandon its oy of
threats 2nd intinidstions towsrd Lebanon "besause
Lebanon 1g not afraid of such thrests and intimidntions,”
Stating that Tyria's aoction would esuse only riges

in the pricesz of ocerfain commoditiece and sould
ageelerate the ligwidstion of the coonomic partnership
tghioh wuld be wore dis~strous to Jyris than %
Lebanon" the 241torlal gsutlone 3yris

*That the ner regime in Damtasous Will emerge

with a smaghed reputation, internationally,

if $ts pen will gontimue thelr - gsaive

attitude toward Lebanon as z mault of the

ggwmt orisis, The Syrizn ooup ende-vored
damnstrate to the world that 1t%s losders

wore seking Justice and refomMige... hnrt would remasin

of this rupglme 42 1t abandoned the nodle principles

it procl:imed and promised to obgerve! Morsover,

Lebanon ~nd Syrda are mot tw $ribel eommunities,

They are two eivilirzod states and menbePs of the

United Naltlons Organizstion, ThereTfore, thelr

differsnces mist be settled in acoordance

with intemational preedure and courteaies,”

The sditorial then ageerts that zlthoush the opposition
in Lebanon has weloomed the new 2yrinn regime, 1t
gtands united araingt the Syrian threats., It =2d’el

"The 3yrians must not hope that the Lebanese
people would defy thelr government in such
sircunateoncas because the Jyrian measupes
challenge the entire nation,,..Finnlly, we
n express our eonfidsnee in the wisdom of

o regponeible sithoritiaas in Damaaous, %0 that
Jyria w1l noedizte with 3yria and will not esk
Lebanon te do mors than 1%s adhercncs to 1ts
govereimnty and independence prompte“to do.”

AB-DIYAR

Beclaring that the s{rxm goup d'atat still "lnoke
oalnnest and stability internally, and a gmod
internztional reputation which would provide with
atebility externally, the paper commantal
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*¥e hoped, when the ocoup reslired i1te first phase,
that 1% wuld develop and become » atete in the
full asnse of he mord, ¥e hoped that 1t would
ulld ner Jyria on foundstiona of right and law
not only internally, Tt in its oxternal dealings
and pelationg. . #“hen 1ts first orieis arose with
Transjordaf and mobiliged 1%s ammics and fumed
and foamed, we exoused it bessuse 1t vns atill

in the uradle, Our excuses ebbed Suring its
erials with Iraq and Msapgeamd mor after 1ts
arizle with lLebanon, People are asking eve are
about the fate of ite external steblility so long
as the opup doss not depsnd in 1ts relntionships
arl forei m polioy on internatlonal laws and
tradltiona, Degplte tho passsge of peveral

wgeke over the eoup, Dam:sous is gtill being
doninzted by the spirit and ment 11ty of this GOUNess.
it ig posaible that the ocoup neede the syrian people's
nourlshment of surprises and origes until it s
ababdlizedd “hatevsr the notives znd ceuses

way be, 1t is inm the interwate of the coup itself,
w0 return to the fold of the lav so that 1t might
aurvive and be stabilized internally and
externclly, *

3tating that the inter Arab problems and dsagreenonts
arise Trow the nerson } rivalries of the Armd mulers
thomeelves, the p per urges "the oonsclous, alert

and loyal" pecple %o put a stop to the "ambitions

of Earmml politigs and to take Jdeoisive setion

%0 help the nation attain ite nisgh aimg,®

This paver tells Ak, ‘AL, whish 1a mhporting
the Lebanese rovermment and oritioizing Syrials
frontiers measures, "7vhere were lLebanon's prestiyge
and Lebanon's sovereignty when our frenti-rs were
atlscked by the Zionist gangsters :nd rondered
thougands of Lebanese homeless??

ALt ADAF

maintains that the Lauzanne t-lke "are revolving
in 2 vislous cirele", that the sonfcrence has not
yet Sakan a gingle forward sep, and that 1% would
be botter for the Arab delegates Lf thoywithdrew
froo the conforence because the Fulestine problen
muat be solved in the Arsb eountriecs and not abroads

AL AL (May 21)

publishes o New York despateh rcgorting; & speech
Vige l'resident Barkley has reeently made on #he
09=-glon of the first anniversary of the fowding
of Yaraell in which he saldl

"The srection of Israell wmoeans the intreduction
gf demooraoy in an ares of the rld shich has beon
denle! demnoreoy for many a geheratione.”

The paper objects to thie ztatemant nd sayss "Hen
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the Vice President forgptten that Lebsnon g in
that nrea too, or does Mr, Pinkertdn, the Amerisan
“ind oter Plenipotentiary in Peirut, adviee him, in
his continual regsrtl* of the ‘@phqaﬂon' of
demncrasy in Lesbanon?

BAVT AL-MIRAT  (Yey 22)

maintsins that free imports will not at all prejuidce
the protectlon of national inMustries,
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. aehod oAl LogotloN, BoXnul

vey 24, 1949

Bl AT

In welcoming the decisions the Jouncll of 74 nisters

has reesntly isken in £ .vor of the lLebaneae infustraliats,
such as the abolition of the city tobl taxes, the reduotion
of fuel oil and elestricity prices and the Anposition of
inport llcensexz on imported goodn tha like of vhich

1u producad in iebanon, the edl toriil ssks the authoritieat

"I 1t in Lobanon's intereasts to stuly thess
paiters alone =hile we fore an coonomis unit
wlth Syria? These studies will bLe lame and
will nop on one foot! Is there a Lebanese
tendency tornrd ecomomie separstlon betwosn
gyris and curaelves?....

*1he problen of industry must ve oo pohienalvely
gtudied in roth countries, It suat be examined
once ani for all in Lebanon and Syrla and 1n the
1@t of the pregent and the future, if we wish
to protect Lebanese and Jyrisn trade and induatry.
Otherwiae, we are afrald that the measures i1l
net be co~ordinnted =ad that Syria mirht take
steps filoh might geverely injure the lLebenese
incustries - which have counterparts in Syria - ns
well &g the Leb.nese commerces”

AXAT

Complaining that the present Apadb generation le
lomuacious to » suicidal degres, which loduasity

is further ino ssaed by modern invant.lom. the paper
congemne the recriminations that are belng asily
axchanged by the Arab hroadeasting st-tlons =nd
sayat

"Laat wesk wap rioh in this tyie of broadoasts,
so mush so that we have basa aghsmmed to hesr
the 'oomment:ries’ and the 'amwvuncenents's....
dispubes bstweem peoples, rulers and kings are
not new, ‘hey are a natural humen phenonenon,
T™eey The siame is 4n using the broando~sting
gtations for spreading our intarnsl Gquarrels
amons 411 the peoplesy sas if irab interceats
demand thet we offer the world navw evidence of
our »bility to babble,*

5 A

didn ndvoocnter economis separation from 2yria, w - dtna
in parti
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*4 thout quarrels and bickerings

“yithout threats and intirddations

"yithout rouned nerves and recriminctions

" thout all thess, Lebanon and Syrlsz ocould
18ve as frisndly and wnderstanding neighbors,
"But to realize this state ~ aspired by all -
gaoh of the two countries nmuet be independent
in 1%s wonomic life, so muoch oo that Syria
will no longer lador under the 1llugion that
1t 45 doing Leberon favers and that it is '
the pource of its life and exietenoe,...Any
other course will inevitably lead to disputes,
amity and misunderstanding,,. "

DIYXAK

writez that the "polite” gritiolms gome of the
Lebanese novsprpers mnade on the occasion of the
eoup d'etat created great uproar in Syria and
movel the authoritlies to prohibit the entry of
those nevspapers into £y and to mskxe the
unfounded olaim that the papsrs were inspired

y the Lebanese Govermment, Stating that since

Syrisn newspapers are now subjeat to striot

military censor s At infers that the prees
sampaln against L n is undoubtedly directed
by the Syrian authorities themselves, It addst

"Mhhe Damagous nevwspapers have excesded the limit

of oourteay politness and have become yellow
sheets vhloh T heither value nor mannars, Can Revspapers
be valusble whan they attack our lsaders and eall

our Irenmier a Zionis

"Has MaTh as-9%lh now become a Jew? Have the rulers
and lesders of Damasous beoome nationaliste? Is ¢
true that our Premier ie 2 traltor becmise he does
not give in to wanton throeats? Is he a traitor
beeamise & do not sucsaumd to eoercion? Aro they
nationalists in Demasous?

*ie know the pans that write in the Damasois pross.

We know the Syrian people's viewg on them, But vhat

we want to know 4 the stand of the Dammasous Goverment,
We want %o know what al-Zaim would gsy if he saw in
Lebanon any writer forgetting hig manners and etiquette
and dezcr-ibing the ooup in the sume way ths nevspapers
of the goup are 4sgoribing our lesdera, We foel 4t 1ga
time for those in Damaszous to ghkm dom and for the
hired pens to “lush,"

This poper =ritest

"Two dave agp, & mmber of students attempted
to throw sxplosives on the Mssian Legation
& al-—%anug stmgie Pea:?‘:n Yusu?t "
guards the Legatien ng, pars -
and wes able to arrest one of them called
D an Americsn national, and te
over 16 the appropriate suthorities for investipgation,'
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AR=RUTHAD
eriticizes Colonel loanl al-Zedm for Yis “arrogance”
and gaysi :

"Ioday, the rebel’ious Zalm 1s mobilizing

the nempafem which sing his preises, in

nig attempt to disrl our Prime Hinlgter
in the imagination of the Lebanese poople
forget Wng that as-Solh dll remain in lLebanon
the laurel which we emtwine in our forelooks
ensver we pride ourselves in our men and

in cur loy:1lty and honeaty,"”

in a segond artiole, AR-RUEAD giates that the
8yrian authorities have prohibited its sireulation
in Syrda besause 1% has defended Defense Hind ater
kajid Arslan #:ose reputation ls being smeared by
Demascus and its nevspepele.

Agcordin: to this paper, a "uigh ofrieisl person-lity*

has denicd as completely unfounded press rapo rts
that the Lebznese President intends paying a semi-
official visit %o London,

kl&:‘(l‘ﬁh’»&
headliines 1%s editoriall

0 BOT CLOSE THE 3EA G2TE, IT I8 LEBANON? 8
HATURAL ACUTE TO THE %ORLD, LEAVE THE *HEAT
13P0 TS FRTe BETARY OF RESTRICTING FREIDOK
OF COMN TuCE. LFBANOI #ILL DIE IN I30LATION,
It Gopos 10 0T RID OF THE OO ON INTR ‘T4,
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N ICAN LuualIon, BiImT

May 75, 1949

BEIRUT

1s #lad because gf the regumption of soonord e
relations betvwecn Lebrnon and Syria, It tokes
this occasion to remind both countries of the
necessity of stronger economic and political
®0lidsrdity in view of the przsent® of Iaraeli
acwoss their borders hich "wants to shal ve
them economically,* It eonoludes;

*Inde s, we are hoppy beoause things have
returndto their normnl ooursc betweon the

two sister countries, we requceet the Lebanese
and 3yrian leaders who apre meeting today to
setle thelr passing 41 fferences with

wisdom, ‘e thonk the Egyptisng nnd the

S-udi Arabians for thelr medi-tion and hope
that the lLabanese Prestident snd the Syrian
le~der 11 pilet the ship of the twp

gtntes to the shores of safety, *

AL=HAYAT

writes that the measures the Lebanese fGovernment hae
decided to take for nrotedting the nationnl industry
"constitute -~ ne~ precedent in our indcnmendent 1ife,
whieh we supvort but with caution and the oonsequences
of vhich we ~atoh with keen intersat, It might beoome
a turning point in our political znd epcial systems, *

It then goes on to says

“At any rote, proteotion of the national industry
1s a praleevorthy movenen » vhich wve weloome in
principle, PBut the dovernment must from now on
Supervlge the industry and the industrialists in
az‘derlgo fuarantee the attaimment of the following
beneritss

"l~ To improve induetrinl frociuction from
the sSandpoint of qual
indust sts may not be contemted
with the present state ang Bay not spend
their profits on unfruttful " ndustmnl
projectes

"2= o fix the prices of indus:irial products
80 that the restriotions on imports may
not dbe s means for oountlegs profita
for individuals only, This neaaure micght
necessitate the fixing of » percentage
of the profits , so that when the profits
excesd thia percentnge, the gov-rrment
will change 1ts import restrietion measures,
and Vioe verss,

“Hoever, the imdustyi-1 chain ig an indiviginle
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unit, If the 5tate has declded to interfere

with one side, it must alee interfere with

111 othar sides, Eeither freodom or restriction..
The povernment must be gulded by thie principle
in ¢aking its first step along the path of
restriotions in the interosts of all, s0 that

the results night be beneficial to the country
and might not oreate an arditrary Andustrial
capitaliam,*

AL A2 AL

borders the edges of 1ts front page with heavy blaock
linesg in the middle of which it prints a 1 draving
depigting a orucified under the titlet LEBANON
ON THE CRO3: OF MAY SECOND ANUIV'RESARY: THE
GOUP 4HIGT PARALYZED THE DFMOCRATIC BYSTEM, STABRED
LIBEATY AND IMPAIRED DIGNITY, Thie is followved by

a long arilocle which holds the przsent Chamber of
Deputies responaible for all of Lebanon's internal

and externs] diffisulties, The artiocle beigins in

the following fashion:

*0 page of 1nfaa¥ 41 saymeny!

*Today, the twenty fifth of lay, is a day of
shsme, a day of dlsgroce, a day of the loas
of libwty, a day of the blaak stain

on the page of this eras of independence, ©
sons of May be ashamed of yourselves.,"

AlwDIYAR

calla the second anniversary of the election of the
oresent Chonber of Deputies a day full of painful
nONOIiedsss o AN 11ll-fated day vhich has separated
the people frorm their rulere,..

BarT sleARRAR

deseribes, on the oocaslon of the second anmiveras:ry

of the forustion of the Chamber of Deputies, how the
sovernnent falgified the elootions and how the g»ple
and the pross objected to them, It theh asks the
Presldent of the flepudblia, in view of s constitutional
powers, to dlssolve the cfxmnbor in order to *relieve the
notion of a hody +hidh 4oes not raprisent Mam 1t,"

Al BAXTM

reviews Lebanon's past and pregsent relstions with

the for-iim powsrs and says the interests of these
powers in Le nin the form of universities,
schools, institutions, miesionaries, convents,
ho:epi‘uia, churches, commumnitiee snd commereial
enterprises are sufficient %o guarantee lebanon's
independonce both in times of peace =nd of war, Thig
beinz the case, the paper urges the responsidle
suthorities to improve lsbanon's internal condition
80 that 1% 7411 beocome an 1deal ocountry and an *abode
of fweedon, of demosratic prinoiples, of oivilisetion
~nd of procperity,"

Approved For Release 2005/02/17 : CIA-RDP83-00415R003100090011-5




Approved For Release 2005/02/17 : CIA-RDP83-00415R003100090011-5

sF-ICAN LxgsTIoN, B LT

“ay 26, 1949

BuIiWT

Charging that the Lebrnese Government improvises
all ite actions and that it dves not bage them on
deep study, Zxaminatlon and foresipht, the paper
statesl

"Lebano-Syri-n relations became almpst oritical
recently because of a simple incident vwhigh

the Goversment oould have overcome with wisdon

and Sthoughtfulness, Today, the Covormment is

agein veing inspired by improvisstion in hendling
the problem of our national industries, It has
1g-ued two desrees for proteoting these industrice
without renching an agreement with the Syrian Covernment
on a unific? program regarding them, without slosely
olosely studying these decrees before eaneting

them, Thus, we rind ourselves nassing throush a
new trial, and trials are posaible in everything
save econord. e matters beoause these depend upon
fizures, “here are the fipures of the Minlstry

of National Teonomy?

“Deoree No. 6750 mubjcots thirtlly three typee of
artioles imported by Lebanese merchants % 's:lor
11gense to be issued by the Miniatry of National
Eeonomy, Thisg means that the "inistry of Foonomy
will hnve the rirht to permit or fordid the
importation of theece types, This right 1s entrustad
to the ¥inister of lational Zoonomy, UYhile we

have confidsnce in the integrity of the present
Mniater, who will gu rantec for us the intesrity of
his successor? Da'bul Buildin: has, in the past,
dimorininated between one Lebanene and another,

“The 4nistry of National Foonomy also 1smued a
second decree lio, 6781 which abolished a comi ttee
of dlsagreeing merchants, induatrizlists and
officials and resSrioted itas duties to dreving

a schedule of the prices prevalling on Hay 23, 33!&9
of all the thirty three typec for submittal to the
“inmigter of Nationel Coonomy onca avery fortnight,
o that he may personally acqu-int himsolf with
the fluctation of thelr prices, This means that
Af the prices of these types should rlse, thelr
Amportation would b8 permittied; and if they ghould
maintzin thelr level or decline, their Amportation
would be rrohibited, Thus the industrialists and
the merohsnts would live in an undeoided and
unsettled atmosphere, Is it possible to ensot
these elastic decrees to the exclusion of 3Jyria
with which we form an eoconomic unit?

*7e, like the Government, wieh to protast the
Lebaness indus:ry which should survive, provided
that ve must not injure the consumer and mittingly
or unwittingly increase the wave of hich nrioes,
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#hy doesn't the Government bear its responsibilities
and completely xliuhh the rtation of certsin
foreign goods ch compete with our national
products, instead of issuing two dscisions that

are mt.ﬂued on careful study, on facts and
figures and on agreement with elster Syria?t®

AL-HAYAT

comments on the present olamor re the proposed
revision of the Eleotion Law and says the country
has not seen a more ridiculous drama emacted om
on its internal politioal stage than the drema
shich they call the revision of the Flection Law,
1t concludess

"While we appreciate the country's difficulty

in freeing itself from the pressure of interests
and influences, S&m we believe that the high
authorities will commit a grave sin if they do

not interfere by impo-ding a sound revimon which
will ﬁmdamcnuug exoeed the limit of re-eleoting
all the members of the Chamber, this limit at which
stop the thoughts of the ov elming majority

of the Deputies, as proved by the debates of the
Administrative and Judicial Committee, If goodwill
is laaking, it would be better to close the
revigion page and not to mention it at all, The
comedy has been prolonged and the dlsoussions on
mi‘:h sub egt imvc harmed the reforms and the dignity
of e Btate.

"Pwo deorees were issued yesterday prohibliting the
entry of the following publiocstions inte Lebanont

*adawt al-Iraq, published in Arabic in Paris;
Al-Shabab, Alif Ba', Al-Q-bas, Al-Nadeer,
Al-Tnqilab, Al-'Alam sll of vhich are published
in Syria., The Govermment has previously prohibited
the entry into Lebanon of Roz al-Yusuf, an
Egyptian review, One hundred and fif{y oopies
of thie review were confisosted yesterday from
the newsdealers,”

AD-DITAR

Under the headling "The 'Treason of Amir Majid Arslan®,
this paper carries the following elitorial which is
tanslated §n ¥l

*amir Majid Arslan is a traltor, according to

gome Damascus nevspapers vhioh are inflamed

with nationalismi! These newepapers publish
oconclusive evidense of this trezson in the form
of a letter from Amir Majid to the Mukhtar of
Shawaya in the South regarding the delivery of

the stronghold of Shawaya to Kamil Husain, The
newspa‘g‘elra publish the letter and comment: Sinoe
Komil Husain was a spy, he received the stronghold
by the order of Amir Majid and then turned 1t over
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to his Zionist mneters, The 3yrians read
this »nd shake their hends with pain and
ANZeYr.s..A Leb.nese Ninister s a trodtor, ...
Lebanon is 2 traitor....long live the Syrian
nationalist pres~ and long live the measures
to starve Le

*If the 'nationalimm’ of the 3yrian g:essz were
enlightened, the free writers would have renliged
that shawsys is loocated beyond the Palestinian
frontiers in the direotion of Raghaya and is more
than 35 kilometers from the frontiers, They
mould also reslige that the stronghold ig an

old 'tin' barracks which the French built ftor
their encounter with the Druze ln Hasbaya i
1925 and then turned it into . post for their
artillery attack on Raghaya, “hen the Frendh
forceg withdrew and the Lebanese Army $ook over
the 'gtronchold', the latter amy abandoned

the bnrracks which became a hesp of ruimng snd
rubllel Hov did the Amir hand 1t over %o

taril fusein ses that the latter micht tumn

1t ouer to the Jews?! This is kngpem to the
sducated 'nationalisth pubtlishers of the
Damascus NegPRPeISe

*The handl ver story took place a yenr agp.

‘hen the bedouilne were obliged to evacunte al-Havla
under Jedsh pressure and when the nas-es of refugece
£lpcde? the south, Xsmil Husaln ssked for the ‘h-wnya
gtronifiwold where some of the shepherds micht ghaelter
with their sheep, His rrouest was compli~d with,

The Anir wrote to the wukhtar of thawaya demanding
1t delivery, The refugees oeatpled it for tLhrec
dsys during whieh they 'ound out that 1t was

not sultable and that the area lacked grazing
prounds, 70 they abandoned it and left dhrwaya for
other parts, amd thus everything returned to 1%s
normal oourse, This 1s the ctory of the shavwaya
stronghold, of its delivery, and of aimir #ajid
Arslan's treason. %ill the iyrisn newemen sho' Us
the trenson? Do they want to tell uss when and how
the Jews took over dhaway: whioh 1s loented 35
kiloneters beyond Hagbaya?

“fhe newsmen imegineRk that they scive the ooup by
intriguea, abuses and gtiaoks. fhey inngine that
their rewards would be doubled by desoribing i=dh
ag= 01k ag an 'Adon' and 4ajid Aral:n as & traltor,
If they think a )itile, 1f they use their nmind and
logle, they will find that they are the troitors ond
not the otherse They would rezlize that servioe

to the enemy is tre-~monable, Ig there a grester
garvice to the enemy than Alsuniting the Arabs ~nd
the ~rab statea?

iMe natlonalien of an son of Arslan doe: not
require teatimonies, ““Arabiem onn not be questioneds.”
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